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Rules and Regulations of the
2023/24 Statistical Project Competition for Secondary School Students
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Hong Kong Statistical Society
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1. Entry requirements

The Statistical Project Competition (SPC) is
divided into two sections:

Junior Section : for students attending

Secondary 1to 3 or equivalent

Senior Section : for students attending
Secondary 4 to 6 or equivalent

Students may participate in the SPC either as
individual participant or as members of a team
from the same school. The number of members
in a team is restricted to a maximum of six.

iii) Each student can submit one entry only, but

iv)

vi)

5 ¥% Co-organised by :

Education Bureau

there is no restriction on the number of entries
from each school.

Those intending to participate in the competition
must complete the application by submitting
the online application form at the link below
through their  supervising teachers by
19 January 2024 (Friday).

https://forms.gle/FB8JeytWSV5mMC8Q9

Supervising teachers should ensure the accuracy
of information filled in the application form.
Upon successful application, a confirmation
email with Application Reference Number will
be sent to the supervising teachers.

All entries must be submitted together with the
Application Reference Number enclosed in the
application confirmation email through the

supervising teachers by email to
spc@hkss.org.hk on or before
23 February 2024 (Friday). Please mark

“Submission of Project for 2023/24 Statistical
Project Competition” as the subject of the email.

Late applications, application forms with
incomplete information, entries without prior
application or late submissions of required
documents will not be considered.

To enable participants to better understand details
of the SPC, an online briefing seminar via Zoom
will be held in the morning of 21 October 2023

(Saturday).
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SEEBENANE 2. Project contents
SEETETHRTEER > EBEET In carrying out the project, participants should pay
51 2% attention to the following points:
i) R FEE i) Theme of study
> W&k > Junior Section
Pleh sl 2 EEH T BT REM R T Participants of the Junior Section can set the
o FEALAKRE -2HFHK T2 theme of study by themselves without
=Nyl restriction.  Participants may also make
reference to the following recommendations:
o A e Population
s AE e Education
o RIT e Environment
o HIF e Health Care
o HWHNH G e External Trade
> Bk > Senior Section
Bt EE T HITHREHEE Participants of the Senior Section can set the
i o A B PR ] o B 5T RE A1 E DL theme of study by themselves without
ESAREBEZ TR EE (F) restriction. The theme of study should
WhsE -~ ZE & tEfl %)L mainly be related to areas such as Hong
TR E(HOENE S B RUCA Kong’s social characteristics (e.g. housing,
M e AT ) BT+ - education and social welfare) or economic
characteristics (e.g. external trade, national
income and structural changes of the
economy).
i) 2EHNERE ii) Selection of data sets
S EHEREBY SWRE TEHWE Participants should select data relevant to their
BAEMIE - A EIEALLE 17 theme of study for analysis. Major data
B R R AT B & BT By Y B 48 sources are restricted to official statistics found
WA E F4stER B - 28E in publications or websites of official or the
ol B ¥ O O 48 ET OFE 48 uh Government of the Hong Kong Special
(www.censtatd.gov.hk) - L 5 25 8 F 1Y Administrative Region. Participants may visit
BN st I s #iig - 2 & &I ] the Census and Statistics Department website
2 = A FI Y 1E R s B & R R R o (www.censtatd.gov.hk) to identify appropriate
government statistical publications or data.
Participants may also make use of data sets
found in other publications as supplementary
data sources.
SEEXBFEHETHENEE - Participants are not allowed to use data

obtained from self-conducted surveys for the
purpose of the project.


http://www.censtatd.gov.hk/
http://www.censtatd.gov.hk/
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(Although sample surveys are commonly used
in collecting statistical data on social and
economic affairs, the proper conduct of all the
stages of a sample survey requires theoretical
knowledge, experience and substantial
resources. Unreliable or biased results may be
obtained from sample surveys due to improper
design or inadequacy in implementation; and
these results may not only be meaningless but
actually misleading and harmful.  The Society
wishes to avoid, as far as possible, this
unsatisfactory situation.)

iii) Analysis and interpretation of data sets and

presentation of results

Participants should thoroughly study and
analyse the data sets selected. They are
encouraged to conduct simple data analysis and
statistical reasoning and, as far as possible, to
avoid sophisticated statistical methods.

Participants should fully present the facts and
information behind the figures. The results of
the analysis should be properly presented, using
summary statistics or graphical displays as
appropriate. Discussions, arguments and
conclusions should be based mainly on the
analysis of data presented.

iv) Preparation of poster/report

> Junior Section

Participants must submit a poster.  The poster
should present the major analytical workings
and findings together with the related statistical
concepts of the chosen theme.

The poster should be in either Chinese or
English. It should be designed on an A3 size
paper (420x297mm).

Drawing or computer graphics may be used in
designing the poster.

» Senior Section

The project should be submitted in the form
of a report. The title of the report should
reflect the chosen theme. In the report, the
topic of the study should be properly
introduced, reasoning and results should be
clearly stated and conclusions should be
summarised.

The report should be in either Chinese or
English. It should comprise 12 to 24 pages
of A4-size paper, including all covers, content
page and appendices.



v) BH HREEFBRRER v) Deliverables of poster/report

SERBARLE®H HEEN Participants must submit the electronic copy of
BFRA - the poster/report.
B REENEHERE2FE Data sources and other relevant references
TR AT RNE2EEE PR should be mentioned in footnotes or in the
B SRAITRE GBS BEER bibliography, or the entry may be disqualified.
> B > Poster
W44 2 B R E R E T IRA D Participants of the Junior Section should store
R EEF B PDF ~ PPT/PPTX B the electronic copy of the poster as a PDF,
JPEG #g % - 5 [5] 4 44 fifE o0 & [ b PPT/PPTX or JPEG file and submit the
FHRASEER  KHigEE poster together with the Application
fif B8 & 2 spc@hkss.orq.hk ° Reference Number enclosed in the

application confirmation email through the
supervising  teachers by email to
spc@hkss.org.hk.

> HEE > Report
S ERMLABGE FIRAN Participants of the Senior Section should store
& Ef#E{F B Microsoft Word 32 the electronic copy of the report as a
HGERIEF K AR PDF fE%E > & Microsoft Word document or a non-
5] 44 1 5% 28 S b _E Ay ﬁ % &% scanned PDF file and submit the report
GO > K HEHEEZAERLE together with the Application Reference
spc@hkss.org.hk Number enclosed in the application
confirmation email through the supervising
teachers by email to spc@hkss.org.hk.
vi) B/ SHREEWEEIME vi) Originality of the poster/report
S E L BT IR RES K The study and compilation of the poster/report
WETER S EREmEE - should be carried out by the participants
themselves.
WEEZE e N E % F E & Supervising teachers may give guidance and
TothiFREEERER - HA advice on identification of study theme and data
JESHBEEBEWNWHITE TIFE  BFEEF analysis. However, they should not participate in
Wit S mEENGE - — &3 the actual study work, including the preparation of
W 2 FAE g ot B S 6 BN the poster/report, which will lead to a downgrade
EX 3 o of the project, or even disqualification.
AeEa2EEE8TRIEGHR Participants are encouraged to create their own
WMEESTWEES KERKSE Al drawings and computer graphics in their
BEEREESIHHME AR FMAD poster/report.  If other published charts or tables
Fo SEHEVEREZEFTHSR have to be quoted, participants must list the source
BH [ %= 1 g [E 0 N & =0 (£ {7 of the charts or tables quoted in the footnote.
HoAt N 00 R E RE o T AT P 5K Participants must not infringe intellectual property
PP EE, K33 W BUN S8 rights of any other party. Plagiarism in whatever
B - manner will form the basis for disqualification.
vii) ( BEBRZZE) vii) Hong Kong National Security Law
S EEMAEERENR (BFEEZE Submissions should not violate the Hong Kong
/£ ) e National Security Law.


mailto:spc@hkss.org.hk
mailto:spc@hkss.org.hk
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3. Adjudication

i)

i)

The adjudication panel will  comprise
professionals working in the field of statistics,
including professors, academics from tertiary
institutions and statisticians and research
managers from government departments.

The posters will be assessed on the basis of the
following criteria :

a) Ability to present the theme and findings in
a precise and concise manner;

b) Appropriateness of the graphs for the data;
c) Clarity of the key messages conveyed:;

d) Creativity of the design; and

e) Originality of the poster.

The reports will be assessed on the basis of the
following criteria :

a) Appropriate use of descriptive statistics and
statistical analysis/reasoning;

b) Sound interpretation of data and analyses;
c) Clear and neat presentation of findings;
d) Good grasp of the theme of study;

e) Use of relevant and adequate data sets;

f) Fluency of language; and

g) Originality of the report.

The adjudication will comprise two stages for
both the Junior and Senior Sections.

Firstly, the adjudicators will examine each
project that is qualified for competition according
to the above-mentioned criteria. A number of
projects in each Section will be shortlisted for the
second stage.

In the second stage, participants of shortlisted
projects will be invited to attend an adjudication
interview. After the assessment by the
adjudicators, the winning entries in each Section
will be chosen. The adjudication board will
consist of professors and government
statisticians.

The interview is tentatively scheduled for
27 April 2024 (Saturday). Only participants
of shortlisted projects will be invited to the
interview. Those who are not invited for the
interview on or before 19 April 2024 (Friday)
may assume that their applications are
unsuccessful.
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Prizes

For the Junior and Senior Sections, the prizes for the
winning teams are as follows:

Hang Seng Indexes Company Limited First Prize for
the Junior Section / the Senior Section

e Book coupon of HK$1,800, Trophy and
Certificates of Merit

Hang Seng Indexes Company Limited Second Prize
for the Junior Section / the Senior Section

e Book coupon of HK$1,200, Trophy and
Certificates of Merit

Hang Seng Indexes Company Limited Third Prize
for the Junior Section / the Senior Section

e Book coupon of HK$600, Trophy and Certificates
of Merit

Distinquished Prizes

e Book coupon of HK$300 and Certificates of Merit
for each winning team

Also, there will be special awards as follows:

Hang Seng Indexes Company Limited Prize for the
Best Index Application for the Junior Section / the
Senior Section

e Book coupon of HK$1,200 and Certificates of
Merit

Department of Management Sciences, the City
University of Hong Kong Prize for the Best
Graphical Presentation of Statistics for the Junior
Section / the Senior Section

e Book coupon of HK$600 and Certificates of Merit

Supervising teachers and students from the winning
teams will be invited to a tour at the Headquarters of
the Census and Statistics Department.

In addition, Certificates of Appreciation/Participation
will be awarded to participants and supervising
teachers.

The Hong Kong Statistical Society reserves the right
to publish, exhibit and re-disseminate the submitted
reports, and photos and videos taken during the
Briefing Seminar and Prize Presentation Ceremony.
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Announcement of results and presentation of
prizes

Participants of winning entries will be informed of the
results in May 2024 via their schools. The prize
presentation ceremony will be held in June 2024.
The date and venue of the ceremony will be
announced later.

Enquiries

Details of the 2023/24 SPC can be found on the
website of the Society (www.hkss.org.hk/spc). For
any enquiries, please feel free to contact Mr. Hinz
SHUM, member of the Organising Committee for the
Comepetition (Telephone No. : 2582 4485, Email:
spc@hkss.org.hk).

Last Updated: 12 January 2024
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